
Introduction to 
Critical Thinking



Why critical thinking?
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?



What is critical thinking?

“Critical thinking is that mode of thinking –

about any subject, content, or problem –

in which the thinker improves the quality of his or her thinking
by skillfully taking charge of the structures inherent in thinking 

and imposing intellectual standards upon them.”

(Paul & Elder, 2008)



Interpreting = One Word?

Can you describe what an interpreter
does in one word? 



DECIDE
MJ 
BIENVENU



Critical Thinking

Overview



C.T.: Week 1 Objectives

• Introduce Critical Thinking 

• Recall Willamson’s presentation on “Navigating the space 

between home and profession” & discuss what makes Coda 

bilinguals unique

• Introduce & apply the Humphrey model to one ethical scenario



What is critical thinking?
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?



C.T. & Culture

Reading Between the Signs

Mindess (2006)

• Study Culture

• Bilingual/Bimodal

• Intercultural Communication

• Intersectionality

• Cultural Sensitivity



C.T., Culture, & Identity
How does culture & identity impact our critical thinking?

• Multiple perspectives – Deaf, Coda, hearing, Deafblind, Deaf & 
disabled, HOH, late Deafened, etc. 

• Multiple perspectives – cultural & linguistic

• Multiple perspectives – identity: 
gender/ race/ethnicity/sexuality/immigrant/age

• Multiple perspectives – intimacy & distance
(vulnerability & privacy)



C.T. & Humphrey

1) How do you feel? 
2) What are the ethical issues?
3) What are your options?
4) What will you do and why?



Assignment
• Read for next week’s discussion: 

RBS Foreword, Preface, CH. 1

• Assess & decide in GoReact: 
• Apply Humphrey’s Decisions Model
• Watch  Scenario # 1
• In GoReact, please respond by answering 

the following questions in either English or 
ASL:
• How do you feel? 
• What are the ethical issues? 
• What are your options? 
• What will you do and why?  



C.T., Decisions & Impact

“You cannot get through a 
single day without having an 
impact on the world around 
you. What you do makes a 
difference, and you have to 
decide what kind of 
difference you want to make.”

- Jane Goodall
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